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have shown us the blueprint. It cer-
tainly was not written with working
families in mind.

I yield the floor.

—————

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, leader-
ship time is reserved.

——————

MORNING BUSINESS

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, there
will now be a period of morning busi-
ness for up to 1 hour, with Senators
permitted to speak therein for up to 10
minutes each, with the time equally di-
vided and controlled between the two
leaders or their designees, with the Re-
publicans controlling the first half and
the majority controlling the final half.

The Senator from Missouri is recog-
nized.

————

TAX DAY

Mr. BOND. Mr. President, today mil-
lions of Americans are reminded about
Ben Franklin’s poignant observation:
Nothing is certain but death and taxes.

Today families across the Nation are
being forced to tighten their belts as
the Federal Government takes more
and more of their hard-earned money.
For working families, the tax bill that
comes due every April 15 is often a tre-
mendous burden. In fact, the average
American pays more in taxes than it
spends on food, shelter, clothing, and
transportation combined.

For American families, tax day is a
real eye opener. This year, families
will work the first 113 days of the year
to pay their Federal, State, and local
taxes. Unfortunately, this year tax day
has come around when families are fac-
ing spiking energy, housing, and health
care costs, runaway college tuition,
and high rising prices for consumer
goods.

While the Senate has acted to help
these families in the short term, the
stimulus and housing relief bills, a
long-term fix is a long way off and
badly needed. We should support long-
term economic growth policies that
lower taxes, create more jobs, and grow
our American economy.

Our distinguished minority leader,
the Senator from Kentucky, Mr.
MCCONNELL, has outlined the dangers
of going back to a high-tax era. We all
know that the tax reductions adopted
by Congress in 2003 which gave relief
for capital gains taxes encouraged
more small businesses to invest, gave
them the resources to grow, and small
businesses are the dynamic engine of
this country.

That tax relief provided some 8.4 mil-
lion new jobs. But as Senator McCON-
NELL said, my friends on the other side
of the aisle have proposed a budget
that includes the largest tax increase
in American history and would raise
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taxes on every American taxpayer by
doing nothing, intentionally doing
nothing.

The plan of the Democrats raises
taxes on the average American family
by $2,300 a year. A $2,300 increase in
taxes will be a devastating hit to
American families. For families in Mis-
souri and across the Nation, this is
$2,300 they will no longer be able to use
to buy groceries, put gas in their car,
pay tuition, or purchase prescription
drugs. And, as Senator MCCONNELL
pointed out, there will be an even larg-
er tax increase on small businesses—
small businesses that we expect to cre-
ate the new jobs we will continue to
need as our economy and technology
evolves.

Unfortunately, not only are taxes
getting higher, they are getting more
complicated. According to the Presi-
dent’s panel on tax reform, there have
been more than 14,000 changes to the
Tax Code since 1986. With all of these
changes, it is no wonder that the aver-
age time burden for all taxpayers filing
a 1040 is 30 hours, and now more than 6
in 10 Americans hire someone to help
prepare their returns every year.

So in addition to taking 113 days in
wages, the Federal Government re-
quires you to spend an initial day and
even more money to hire a professional
to make sense of what you owe. It is a
daunting task for anyone, particularly
if they have a family and business ac-
tivities to make sense of what they
owe.

In January, I introduced a radical so-
lution, and I think the time has come
for a radical solution to bring some
common sense to this process. My bill,
the Fair and Simple Tax Act, will sim-
plify the Tax Code and help American
families keep more of their paychecks.
It will get rid of the AMT and the dou-
ble calculations middle-income tax-
payers must make. It will eliminate
higher tax rates, get rid of the myriad
targeted reductions, credit givebacks,
phase-ins, phase-outs, and other special
interest provisions.

The Fair and Simple Tax Act will
provide a simpler, lower, flat income
tax option, as well as offer historic tax
relief for families and businesses to
create jobs for American workers.

This bill will reduce the tax rate on
families and the employers who create
jobs, make permanent existing tax re-
lief, keep current deductions for home
mortgage interest and charitable de-
ductions, but give Americans more
control over their health care by pro-
viding tax relief to individuals and
families who do not now have access to
employer-provided health care.

Also, my bill will eliminate the death
tax which is a significant burden for
farmers and small businesses.

The best fiscal policy is economic
growth, job creation, and keeping taxes
low for middle-class families. And the
best economic or fiscal policy is also
the best social policy. There is no bet-
ter policy than assuring a good-paying
job for hard-working Americans.
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The last thing our economy needs
right now is a tax increase, which is
what Americans will receive when the
2001 and 2003 tax cuts expire. And you
know what will happen. It will not only
be a tax increase on individual fami-
lies; by increasing significantly taxes
on small business, it is going to curb
job growth, it is going to cut the abil-
ity of people to find a job.

Let me be clear. Unless we stop this
looming tax hike, which would be the
largest in history, more than 2 million
Missouri families will face higher tax
bills. My bill would prevent the family-
budget-killing tax hikes. My bill would
simplify the tax rate for millions of
Americans. My bill would mean tax re-
lief and real money back into the pock-
ets of American families.

Let’s get real about taxes and bring
back some common sense to a Tax
Code that is too complex, too con-
fusing, and too costly. This plan will
give American taxpayers what they
need: a fairer system that puts more of
their own money back in their pocket-
books and takes off their back the has-
sle of April 15.

I ask for the support of my col-
leagues in bringing a radical but sim-
ple commonsense reform to our Tax
Code.

Mr. President, I yield the floor.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Wyoming.

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, 20
years ago today, Senator Malcolm Wal-
lop of Wyoming came to the Senate
floor to speak about the tax burden
Americans face. He came to the floor
because it was April 15, tax day. He
came to extend his sympathies to the
many, as he called it, ‘‘frustrated tax-
payers who were probably at this
minute,”” he said, ‘‘sweating bullets
over a form 1040 while gnawing through
yet another pencil.”

He spoke 2 years after Congress en-
acted the landmark 1986 tax reform
bill, legislation intended to reform and
simplify the Code and make the chaos
of past April 15s mere memories. That
legislation did not reform the Tax
Code, and it fell far short of tax sim-
plification.

Senator Wallop voted against final
passage, and he knew that history
would be on his side.

The same day, he introduced into the
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD a 1988 guest
editorial from the Casper Star Tribune,
a newspaper in Wyoming. The editorial
reflected the sentiments similar to
those expressed by Senator Wallop.
Less than 2 years after enactment of
that 1986 law, tax reform and sim-
plification spawned 2,704 changes in the
Internal Revenue Code, 42 new regula-
tions, 65 announcements, 32 revenue
rulings, and 48 new tax forms.

The changes were so complicated
that in a nationwide study of 50 tax
preparers who were given hypothetical
identical pieces of information about
what a family would do in trying to
figure out their taxes, none of the 50
tax preparers came out with the same
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result in terms of how much that fam-
ily would owe. The system was that
complicated.

Senator Wallop said that guest edi-
torial summed up the feelings of tax-
payers across the Nation. The author
of that guest editorial submitted 20
years ago today into the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD was a Wyoming physi-
cian named JOHN BARRASSO. That is
right, the current occupant of Senator
Wallop’s Wyoming Senate seat.

The reform envisioned by Congress
failed miserably to achieve its desired
result. Today, Americans continue the
painful experience of frantically at-
tempting to complete their tax returns
and write their checks to the Govern-
ment before the clock strikes mid-
night.

The Tax Code is even longer today,
6,000 pages and over 2.8 million words,
and it is growing. Provisions within
the Code regularly expire, and then
they are extended on an irregular
basis. The IRS estimates that the aver-
age amount of time an American tax-
payer is going to take to fill out their
tax returns in this year is over 30
hours. More than 6 in 10 Americans
hire someone to help prepare their re-
turns for them. Hundreds of billions of
dollars are spent annually trying to
comply with our complicated tax laws.

Many post offices across America
will be staying open until midnight to-
night. Why? To give taxpayers one last
shot to meet the deadline.

It is no wonder that more than 10
million Americans will request an ex-
tension this year. The future does not
look much better for American tax-
payers, both in terms of tax simplifica-
tion and in terms of tax relief.

Americans work day in and day out
to pay for Washington programs that
they would not wish on their worst
enemy. In too many families, one par-
ent works to put food on the table and
the other parent works to pay for the
Washington bureaucracy.

The Government is too big. It spends
too much. Americans get it. Americans
have to balance their own budgets.
They have to balance their own check-
books. The Government should do the
same. And the Government should do it
the same way that American families
do it—by controlling spending.

The current tax system is a mess, it
is too complicated, it is antigrowth,
and it discourages additional invest-
ment in America. The American tax-
payer rightfully deserves a system that
is simple. The American taxpayer de-
serves a system that provides cer-
tainty. The American taxpayer de-
serves a system that encourages suc-
cess and innovation, and the American
taxpayer deserves a system that is
based on what is in their best interests
and not the best interests of Govern-
ment.

Have you ever wondered why tax day
is April 15 and not, say, 6 months later,
October 15? Imagine, if you will, if tax
day were right before election day.
Then the voices of the taxpayers would
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register loudly and clearly. Maybe this
is the solution necessary to ensure that
people, not the Government, come first
because, after all, the money belongs
to the people, the hard-working people
of Wyoming and every other State in
this country, not to the Government. It
is the people’s money; it is not the
Government’s money.

The American taxpayer deserves bet-
ter, the American taxpayer deserves
tax simplification, the American tax-
payer deserves tax relief, and the
American taxpayer deserves action.

Change the system? Well, it is not an
easy undertaking but a necessary one.
Four criteria are necessary to make
the effective change. It must be fair so
people pay their fair share. It must be
simple so people can quickly file their
own returns. It must be uniform. No
matter who you are, the system must
be applied equally to every taxpayer.
And, No. 4, it must be consistent.
Changing the system every year is not
good for the economy and is not good
for taxpayers.

During his floor speech on April 15,
1988, 20 years ago today, Wyoming Sen-
ator Malcolm Wallop said that his vote
against the tax reform conference re-
port, as he said, ‘‘was one of the best
things I have done since I have been in
the Senate.” He was right on target.
His words have survived the test of
time. Let us hope that 20 more years—
20 more years—do not pass before we
get it right.

I yield the floor.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Texas.

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, how
much more time remains for business
on our side?

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Fourteen and a half minutes.

Mr. CORNYN. I thank the Chair.

Mr. President, recently, I noted a
story in the Wall Street Journal that
preceded the primary date of March 4
in Texas, and Ohio as well. Not to pick
on our friends in Ohio by any means,
but I was interested to see the story
discussed of why it is jobs and people
were leaving Ohio and why people were
moving to Texas. We have had 3 mil-
lion people move to Texas since 2000.

Basically, the journalist said it
boiled down to three things: He said,
No. 1, Texas is a State that believes in
free trade. We believe NAFTA, the
North American Free Trade Agree-
ment, has actually increased jobs in
our State and in the United States by
creating jobs for those goods that are
manufactured here and then sold in
Canada and Mexico.

No. 2, the article pointed out Texas is
a right-to-work State. In other words,
you don’t have to join a labor union in
order to get a job. You can if you want
to, but you are not required to do so as
a condition of employment.

No. 3, this article pointed out Texas
did not have a State income tax, and I
assure you we never will. The people in
my State like government as small as
possible. They like to keep taxes low,
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and they realize the decisions we have
made in our State have made it a con-
ducive environment for job creators to
move to our State to create oppor-
tunity for people to move there, to get
a job, to raise their family, and to seek
to achieve their dreams.

Today, we are talking about tax day
for the Federal taxpayer, and I think
we ought to learn something from the
lessons we have found demonstrated in
places such as Texas, where we have
kept taxes low. Having lower tax rates
is perhaps the best stimulus package
you could ever pass. We have passed a
couple stimulus packages so far this
year. First, the bipartisan package,
which will result in a check being writ-
ten to many taxpayers that they will
receive in the next few weeks, and then
we also passed a housing bill last week.
But I submit the best stimulus we
could pass is by keeping taxes low.

This first chart I have demonstrates
an uncomfortable fact, and that is the
American taxpayer has to work until
April 23 of this year in order to pay
their taxes. In other words, here we are
on April 15, and taxpayers still have
another few days, another week or so
to work to pay their tax bill before
they can begin to work for themselves
and for their families and for their
small business.

This is another revealing chart, I
think, because it points out how many
days of the year an individual works,
or the average taxpayer works, to pay
for essentials such as housing, which is
very much a part of our agenda re-
cently because of the housing crunch;
health care, health care costs are a sig-
nificant portion of every family’s budg-
et, and the average taxpayer works 50
days a year to pay for their health
care; food, equating to 35 days; and
transportation, 29 days. As you can see,
to pay Federal taxes, an individual has
to work 74 days; to pay the State,
local, and other taxes, it is another 39
days.

Particularly at a time when the
economy is not doing as well as we
would like, Congress seems to be acting
inconsistently, first of all, in passing a
stimulus package which is sending
checks to taxpayers because we are
worried taxpayers don’t have enough
money to spend to help stimulate the
economy. Yet at the same time, both
the House of Representatives and this
body passed a budget that raises taxes,
imposing almost $2,400 more in taxes
onto my constituents in Texas.

Now, it may not seem like a lot of
money to some here in Washington,
but I can assure you that to many of
my constituents, this is real money
and money they would prefer to have
to invest in their businesses and spend
according to their own desires rather
than to have Uncle Sam tap them for
an additional $2,400.

I would also note this has an
antistimulus effect—raising taxes—and
is inconsistent with what we are doing
with regard to trying to get more
money in the hands of the American
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people to help us boost and stimulate
the economy. To turn around and im-
pose an additional almost $2,400 per
person in taxes is inconsistent, to say
the least, and is antistimulus.

The Heritage Foundation has esti-
mated that if in fact this tax increase
goes into effect—the one contemplated
by the 2009 budget—more than 70,000
Texans will likely lose their jobs be-
cause the budget assumes higher taxes,
which will harm job creation and re-
duce economic output.

I know there is a lot of revisionist
history in Washington about what the
last 5 or 6 years has been like in terms
of the economy, but the fact of the
matter is the economy has been very
good, by and large. At least 8 million
constituents of mine in Texas bene-
fitted from the tax relief we have
passed since 2001. I would note, rough-
ly, that same number of new jobs was
created across the country—roughly 9
million new jobs—since the tax relief
we passed in 2003. In 2007, at least 6.9
million Texans benefitted from the new
low 10-percent tax bracket created
back in 2001, and more than 2 million
Texas families used the $1,000 child tax
credit, all of which are timed to expire
in 2011, unless Congress acts to make
that tax relief permanent.

If there is one thing we could do that
would have the surest impact of bol-
stering the economy, giving people
more money to spend as they see fit, it
would be to make the tax relief perma-
nent—the relief that was made tem-
porary back in 2001 and 2003. The divi-
dends and the capital gains reductions
we passed in 2003 will also expire as
well. These, of course, most often im-
pact people when they buy and sell
things they own—when they buy stock
in their retirement plans, the dividends
tax relief in particular. We are going to
see that increase dramatically, unless
Congress acts to stop the
antistimulative effect I mentioned a
moment ago.

Today, of course, as I said, is an im-
portant day for every American, but it
is certainly not a day for celebrating.
This is not a holiday for most Ameri-
cans. Today is a day of observance that
is mandated by the Federal Govern-
ment and an observance which is uni-
versally dreaded by the American peo-
ple—tax day. One of the biggest rea-
sons people hate tax day is because it
reminds them of the complex, incom-
prehensible system through which a
faraway agency, known as the Internal
Revenue Service, sends them a pile of
forms they have to navigate to figure
out how much they owe the Federal
Government.

They may ask: Do I get a W-2 or a
W-4? Can I fill out the 1040EZ or should
I get the schedule D form? Do I fill out
the 1099 miscellaneous and the 1099 div-
idend form? What is form 5498 for or
1065 or 45627

Well, you get my point, hopefully.
Our tax laws continue to proliferate
and become increasingly complex and
increasingly incomprehensible to most
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Americans. That is why so much
money is spent by average Americans
getting someone else to help them fig-
ure out how to comply with the law.
The only thing going down is our com-
prehension and our understanding of
the tax system; all other costs associ-
ated with this unnecessarily complex
and impenetrable system are going up.

Families and entrepreneurs, as I said,
spend a lot of money—billions of dol-
lars—and thousands of hours each year
trying to figure out how to do the right
thing and how to comply with the In-
ternal Revenue Code. In fact, they will
spend more than 6 billion hours com-
plying with the Federal income Tax
Code, with an estimated compliance
cost of more than $265 billion. This has
more than doubled since the mid-1990s.
Estimates are it will continue to in-
crease at an even faster rate.

Every year, the National Taxpayer
Advocate highlights this complexity in
one way or another as one of the top 10
problems taxpayers face. We know the
Tax Code is full of special interest
loopholes and that with each year the
American taxpayer spends more and
more time and more and more money
to try to figure out how to comply with
its burdensome provisions. Taxpayers,
as I indicate, are working longer each
year to pay for Government—a total of
113 days this year. I think most Amer-
ican taxpayers, if you asked them the
question: Do you like the system as it
exists now or would you like tax re-
form, something simpler, flatter or
fairer? they would say: Whatever our
Tax Code, whether it be a flat tax, a
sales tax or an income tax, it should be
based on three fundamental ideas: sim-
plicity, fairness, and transparency.

I have to tell you our Tax Code does
not, as currently written, meet any of
those three requirements—of sim-
plicity, fairness or transparency. I
think these simple standards ought to
guide us in reforming and simplifying
the income tax code. I have heard sev-
eral proposals made in the last couple
days. Senator WYDEN, from Oregon, has
talked about a flat tax he has proposed.
Senator ALEXANDER, from Tennessee,
likewise has proposed a tax return you
could fill out in one page. Wouldn't
that be great, to have a single page,
something so easy to understand you
could send in a single sheet of paper
and know you have complied with your
obligations to pay and report your in-
come taxes due?

While comprehensive tax reform may
not be right around the corner, the last
thing we should do is to raise taxes on
families and entrepreneurs by letting
the tax relief passed by Congress in
2001 and 2003 expire. I have already
talked about the budget and its impact
on people in my State, but the budget
passed last month would now require 27
million small businesses all across the
country to owe an additional $4,100.
That is, if, in fact, the revenue projec-
tions in that budget are kept, 43 mil-
lion families will owe an extra $2,300
each, and 18 million seniors will each
owe an additional $2,200.
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Amazingly, these tax hikes and in-
creased Federal spending come weeks,
as I pointed out, after Congress actu-
ally voted to send money back to the
taxpayers in order to get them to spend
it so it would stimulate the economy.
We did this at the same time we are
raising taxes and basically taking that
same money away and more. If we
agree that putting more money in the
pockets of the American people is the
best way to stimulate the economy,
why are we still looking to take more
money from them during tax season?

One of the most effective tools for
combating this and wasteful spending,
in general, is more information, and I
think a proposal I made yesterday,
which I would talk like to talk briefly
about, will actually help us hold the
Federal Government more accountable
for the money it spends and give the
American taxpayers more information
so they can make sure their voice is
heard when it comes to tax policy and
how much money we take out of their
pockets in order to fund the Federal
Government.

Yesterday, I introduced a bill called
the Federal Spending and Taxpayer Ac-
cessibility Act of 2008. This bill creates
an online earmark tracking system
taxpayers can use free of charge to
search for earmarks by recipient, ap-
propriations bill, State, and Member in
real time during the appropriations
process. This legislation also directs
the IRS to provide each taxpayer with
a concise and easy-to-read personal
record of the amount of taxes they
have already paid, as well as a projec-
tion of the taxes they will owe into the
future, up until the time they retire. If
this sounds familiar, that is because
the Social Security Administration
sends a similar statement of Social Se-
curity taxes paid and how much you
can expect, upon retirement, to receive
in benefits. I think it can play an im-
portant role when taxpayers are plan-
ning their future, to provide them with
a better idea of how much they will
owe in the future so they can take that
into account.

These statements would provide tax-
payers with a reminder of how much
our Government is spending and give
them even more reason to keep track
of how their money is spent, along with
the political accountability that would
flow from that. This legislation would
also build on the Federal Funding Ac-
countability and Transparency Act of
2006, which created a one-stop, search-
able Web site for all Federal contracts
and grants. This legislation would ex-
pand the Web site by including the ex-
penditures of all Federal agencies, in-
cluding salaries, rent, supplies, and
transportation. I know not every
American is going to be interested in
that level of detail, but I think it is im-
portant it be made available to every-
one who is interested and particularly
for the press who can report on it and
let the American people know what the
facts are.

On this tax day, I urge our colleagues
in the Senate to take a new stand
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against growing Government, growing
spending, and growing taxes.

I yield the floor.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority whip is recognized.

——————

DELAYING TACTICS IN THE
SENATE

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I am
going to yield to the majority leader
when he comes to the floor, which
could be momentarily. But I would like
to, if I may, in morning business, ad-
dress an issue which I think goes to the
heart and soul of what the Senate is all
about. One hundred men and women
come together in this Senate, two from
each State, to be part of a rich tradi-
tion in the history of this country, part
of a national debate about the issues
that are timely and important. It is an
opportunity for the American people,
through us, to have a voice and actu-
ally speak to these issues.

Unfortunately, time and again, this
voice has been silenced, delayed by tac-
tics from the minority side of the aisle.

I see the majority leader is here. I am
going to yield to him at this point. I
know he wanted to make the opening
statement in morning business.

I yield to the majority leader.

—————

FILIBUSTERS AND DELAYS IN THE
SENATE

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I extend my
appreciation to my good friend, the
senior Senator from the State of Illi-
nois.

Today is April 15. It is a big, red-let-
ter day for people because it is the last
day to file your income tax returns. As
we send in our taxes—and some, as will
happen tonight, will wait in line to file
their tax returns—it is a good time to
give thought to the economic state of
our families and our economy, gen-
erally.

Since President Bush took office, the
cost of gasoline has gone up more than
100 percent, more than doubled. The
cost of home heating has skyrocketed.
The price we pay for groceries has
never been higher.

The head of the World Bank said, 3
days ago, that 31 countries will be in
desperate need of food within a matter
of months, and there could be riots in
those countries. We are very fortunate
in America, we don’t have a shortage of
food. But people are having trouble
paying for the food they would like to
eat. The same is true for health care,
for prescription drugs—for college tui-
tion. At the University of Nevada, we
have a new law school. I was happy to
see in the latest rankings it came out
ranked 78th—a new law school ranked
78th in the Nation. That is remarkable.
They have done such a good job.

But they also announced they are
going to double the tuition at that new
small law school—double the tuition.
The cost of going to State institutions
is going up. Why? Because the econo-
mies of our States are so desperately
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bad. In the State of Nevada, because of
the downturn in the economy, the Gov-
ernor, with the State legislature, has
had to cut almost $1 billion in pro-
grams that are there in the State—
road construction, new buildings, new
programs—and cutting some of the old
programs. Of course, they have a pro-
gram to let prisoners out of our prisons
more quickly, not because it is good for
the people of the State of Nevada but
because they are desperate for money.

We are paying record prices for near-
ly everything. Yet the average house-
hold income has dropped. American
families are earning less and paying
more. The Republican answer, for 7
years, has been to slash taxes for the
ultrawealthy, to side with big business,
oil companies, utility companies, and
let the little guy fend for himself.

We have worked hard, as the Demo-
cratic Party—first in the minority,
now in the majority—to cut taxes for
the middle class, to end the dependence
on oil that keeps our gas and heating
bills sky high, to make health care and
college tuition more affordable for
families. We have now tried for days to
quickly pass a highway bill that takes
care of some of the problems we had in
the massive bill we had before. There
are corrections we would like to make
on that. Last Thursday evening, the
distinguished assistant leader was on
the floor, as was the assistant leader
for the Republicans. We talked about:
Why are we having another filibuster
on this? My friend, the junior Senator
from Arizona, said: Oh, there will be no
filibuster on this, everything is going
fine—words to that effect. We had to
vote last night to invoke cloture, and
rather than being able to legislate on
the bill, we are talking on the bill,
stalling, wasting time.

We could have started on this legisla-
tion Thursday night. We could have
legislated all day yesterday and all day
today. But, no, we are not going to be
able to do that. We are going to use the
full 30 hours.

This is a number—it is probably
higher than this, but let’s assume this
is right. The last time we came out and
said there were 70-plus filibusters, they
came out and said: Oh, no, not that
many, not that many. So say 65, for
purposes of this discussion.

In the history of this country pre-
viously—and I am going to use leader
time, not morning business time, Mr.
President, during my presentation.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator has that right.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, in the en-
tire history of the country, no matter
what has been going on in this coun-
try—and we have been through some
difficult times—the most filibusters we
ever had were 61 or 62 during a 2-year
period of time, during an entire Con-
gress. But now, in the first year of this
Congress, they broke that record—
stalling, slowing things down so we
cannot legislate the people’s business.
That is because they are protecting the
status quo.
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Can you imagine filibustering a bill
that is correcting technical mistakes
made by the two Houses in passing this
legislation previously? They are fili-
bustering that—commas, semicolons,
dotting an ‘‘i,”” crossing a ‘‘t,” that is
what we are doing, that is what this
legislation is all about, technical cor-
rections—supported by the ranking
member, Senator INHOFE, and the
chairman, Senator BOXER. They are
filibustering this, making us use all
the time.

Some may ask why they are doing
this. The main reason is they are pro-
tecting the status quo. Time after
time, Republicans seemed intent on ob-
struction only for obstruction’s sake.
They pursued this course on legislative
matters large and small. It doesn’t
have to be, as they have done many
times, stopping us from moving for-
ward on matters relating to Iragq—
many times. Let’s consider that a big
issue. But let’s consider what we are
doing today a small issue—technical
corrections on a bill.

Look what is going on in the country
today. Look what is going on in the
world today. We listen to the news or
find it in the newspaper. Today in
Irag—scores of people killed in Iraq.
Bombs here, bombs there, two Amer-
ican soldiers killed in Iraq yesterday.
We have learned 2.7 million people are
displaced in Iraq. That is Iraqis. The
population is only 25 million people to
begin with and 2.7 million of them are
wandering around trying to find a
place to live in Iraq. About 3 million
have left the country. They have
blocked us from doing anything about
that.

We had General Petraeus talk about
what is going on in Iraq. He didn’t an-
swer the question: Are we any safer
now than we were before this Iraq war
started, before the surge started? No
answer to that. When are we going to
get our troops home? No answer to
that. They have even gone forward on
tactics delaying matters on legislation
they ultimately came to support—
stalling for time.

The most unfortunate aspect of Re-
publican strategy is real people suffer
because of it. Why do I say that? There
are a lot of things we need to do as a
country. We have, now, a big merger
that took place making big business
even bigger. Delta Airlines has joined
with Northwest. They will have 75,000
or 80,000 employees. Now there is talk
of United joining with other compa-
nies. We have heard Southwest Air-
lines—they were flying airplanes that
were in bad shape, but they did it any-
way.

We have learned in recent weeks the
Federal Aviation Agency is protecting
the airlines and not the consumer. We
have a bill we need to do, FAA reau-
thorization. We need to do that bill. We
would like to bring up that bill, but we
cannot because we are being stalled on
a technical corrections bill—only stall-
ing for time.
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